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Pixham Post

Happy New Year to all our readers. We decided to delay publishing the first
Pixham Post of 2021 until February but now we’ve been told not to deliver it
by hand.
We’re therefore issuing it electronically by email and our PRA website. For
the many residents who do not have internet connection we’re printing copies
and making them available via places like the Community Fridge, OPS etc.
Do you know of any Pixham person who isn’t on the ‘net? Please contact me
and we’ll get a copy to them.
The one positive outcome is that we can go online in colour.
Brian Downing PRA Secretary & Editor
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We
encouraged
people
to
walk
around the Sports
Field on Christmas
morning to the sound
of beautiful music
and
provided
a
phone-in for anyone
who fancied a chat
on this sociable day.
Let’s not forget
Santa! Adrian White

Pixham Christmas

What a Pixham Christmas we had! Making sure that no Pixham resident was
left out, the PRA sent everyone a Christmas card with details of what was
planned. Steve Edgar organised a splendid ‘not-so-secret Santa’ initiative
which delivered a small present to everyone, financed by generous donations
from Pixham residents. There was enough left over to give a large donation
to Old Pixham School.
The grand Christmas light switch-on was village-wide and our decorations

constructed a splendid Father
Christmas to decorate the OPS
letterbox and children posted
letters to Santa, who managed
to find time to reply to every
single letter. Not fazed by the
tighter Covid regs, the magical
man knocked on the doors of
all who’d booked in to see him

at OPS and gave them a bag of goodies.
We hope that everyone in Pixham felt part of our wonderful community this
Christmas.
Pat Smith PRA Chair.

Join the PRA!

have never been better: it’s lovely to see that some lights still shine into the
darkness.

Let’s make this the best year yet for the Pixham Residents’ Association.
Throughout 2020 we’ve carried on with business as normal, checking relevant
planning applications, contacting Council officials, responding to your
comments and suggestions and trying to bring Pixham together as a
community. We formed the Good Neighbours scheme to help with Covid,
organised the well-attended Hallowe’en event at OPS. And the rest. Too
much to write down.
We run a website, send out regular emails to members and run the Pixham
Post, normally delivered by our excellent Street Stewards.
To work effectively we need to know we’re supported by Pixham and this is
your chance to show support by joining us. And we need your money,
especially as we’ve been unable to run any find-raising events. At only £5 per
year per household it must be bargain of the year.
Don’t leave it until tomorrow – please act now! It takes less than 5 minutes to
join or renew membership, due by the end of March. Fill in the form at the
bottom of the page or make a bank transfer.
Thank you. Pat Smith, PRA Chair.

And of course we had the Advent Calendar Windows – our Star Trail of
windows lit up as Advent progressed, providing an extra delight for those
walking around Pixham. Thanks to all who decorated windows and provided
excellent clues.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Join/Renew Membership of the Pixham Residents Association!
Please return form to either your street steward or Sue Mill, 50 Leslie Road, Pixham, Dorking RH4 1PS
Cheques payable to Pixham Residents Association. Bank transfer to a/c 61522590 sort code 40-19-22,
account name: Pixham Residents Association, please give your address as the reference.
Join/Renew now and your membership will last until 31st March 2022. Many thanks for your support

. Old

Pixham School

As I write, the School premises
are not in use. Whilst there are
a couple of activities which we
could be hosting legally under
the current regulations, our
hirers have decided, wisely, I
think, to act well within them,
and we do not now expect to be
reopening before mid-February
at the earliest, and then probably
for limited activity only.
Our overhead costs continue in
spite of the lack of rental income: rent, utilities, insurance and essential
maintenance still have to be funded. We have a liability to pay business rates
which Mole Valley District Council has waived over the years. It has been so
helpful that the Government has given grants to small businesses to offset
some of the effects of the pandemic: this has prevented us throwing the
budget out of the window! In this respect it has been an advantage to us to be
a company rather than a charity.
But we remain indebted to the donors of gifts to the School during this time:
recently these include the PRA (donations at the Hallowe’en event), the
Martineau Singers, Not So Secret Santa (who knew he was making money as
well as chocolate up there at the North Pole?) and the indefatigable Joy
Russell, who from time to time announces the end of her mask-making
activity, only to start it up again on request. (Forgive me if I have omitted
other significant donors – the books are with the accountant and I can’t check
– but every donation, however small, is received gratefully.) We should love
to renovate the side of the building facing Pixham Lane this summer – so far
we do not have the money for that, and if we can, we shall put donations
towards that.
Meanwhile, I am happy to take bookings for the School on a provisional basis
if there is even half a chance of the event taking place, so don’t hesitate to
contact me if you want to make a booking. Cancellation fees are completely
suspended for the time being, so you have nothing to lose. I already have
bookings well into the autumn.
Bookings Manager
Mary Peckham 01306 882408 email: mpixham@btinternet.com

Community Fridge

What is the Community Fridge? Claire Isbell writes
Dorking Community Fridge was first opened by Clare Davies and Tony White
in September 2017. They saw waste everywhere and so set up a scheme to
help stop this waste by making the food available for ANYONE who would
like it.
We stop food waste by
redistributing excess food
from
supermarkets,
restaurants, FareShare, cafes
and suppliers, to local
residents. We prioritise those
most in need, but ANYONE
can have the food for free or
for a voluntary donation from
one of our community fridge
locations
or
our
van
deliveries.
FareShare is the UK’s
longest running food redistribution charity and provide most of the food for
Dorking Community Fridge. It’s good quality surplus food - fresh, tasty and
“in-date” - from some of the UK’s top food companies, because of overproduction, labelling errors or short shelf life.
Please come to the Sports Field in Pixham on Fridays, 2 to 3pm, with a couple
of bags and wear a mask.
Donations are always gratefully received – large or small.

We look forward to seeing you all on a Friday. Remember the Community
Fridge is for ANYONE and by taking the food you are saving it from going to
waste.
Claire Isbell claireisbell67@gmail.com

Neighbourhood Watch

The pandemic has had a bizarre benefit in that burglars are now finding it hard
to locate properties that are unoccupied – nearly all of us are all at home!
However cars, sheds and garages are still being targeted. Always make sure
there is nothing on display in your car no matter how insignificant you might
consider it. To a thief everything has a value.
Regarding sheds and garages, ensure there is nothing in your garden that can
be used to force open your shed or garage. It could be as simple as a garden
fork or trowel. Ne’er-do-wells don’t like to carry bolt cutters or such as that
can take some explaining if stopped by the Police. Don’t give the burglars the
tools to break into your home!
Again internet crime is the most concerning. I received two alerts in the past
week, one by email and one by text telling me my PayPal and Bank accounts
were compromised, both providing links which would have taken me down a
rabbit warren where I could easily have divulged personal information. Both
looked completely real.
Not everyone in Pixham receives these notices so if you know a neighbour
who may not have internet access please remind them to be on their guard.
People are regularly being scammed over their telephones by extremely
convincing people who use a range of clever techniques to ask for personal
information. They pose as your Bank, Building Society and even the Police.
Simply hang up and do not return their calls. I have a limited number of
booklets explaining some of the scams. If you would like a copy contact me
via rogermortimore@kbic.co.uk.
Please stay safe in every respect.
Roger Mortimore - Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator – Pixham

St Mary’s Church

Report on maintaining the church for Worship and Community use.
1) All electrical systems have been
examined and tested to comply with
insurance
requirements,
including
electronically testing all circuit breakers.
Some items have been replaced. We’ve
now modernised the Sanctuary and dome
area to replace rusty uplighters and tested
all portable and kitchen equipment.
2) Examination of high level stonework
has shown significant corrosion. Work
has started to identify specialists capable
of repairing it, and to estimate the costs
involved. We are calling this Phase Three
works. It is likely to be expensive so
both Grants and further fundraising will
be needed. Fortunately the combined fundraising target for Phase One and
Phase Two works (£7304) was reached at the end of 2020. Many, many thanks
to all who contributed to this.
As more information becomes available about Phase Three works we will
keep you informed.
Peter Shelly email pshelly111@btinternet.com

Lockdown Blues

Any problems? Our magnificent Good Neighbours are ready to help. If you
need to contact your local helper, please email pat2africa@yahoo.co.uk and
I’ll put you in touch.

What type of food do we receive?

I’m never disappointed by the vast array of fresh fruit and vegetables that we
receive each week; from pomegranate to pineapples, to boxes of bananas,
trays of celeriac, plantains, leeks etc. And eggs… 100’s of them sometimes.
Strangest thing so far were the jellied eels; I think it will be a while before we
top that one.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Pixham Residents Association Membership Form - £5 per household
Name: …........................................................................ Address: ..…………………....................................................................
Your membership also covers other adults (18+) living at the same address. Please give their names should they wish to be members:
............................................................................................................................................................................................................
Your email address - for updates on our events & local news: ...........................................................................................................
If paying by bank transfer & you are joining for the 1st time, or any of your details have altered, please still complete this membership
form to keep our records accurate. See over for our Bank details and where to send this form.

